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Editorial

We all agree, I am sure, that classic
clubs like ours are essential to keeping
our cars roadworthy and working well.
We also preserve history whilst having

12
fun.

We often speak of preserving our cars, but perhaps our cars
preserve something in us as well. They preserve memories,
friendships, skills, patience, determination and curiosity. They give
us reasons to travel, to learn, to share experiences and to help one
another. Every restored car represents not merely metal and paint,
but the enthusiasm of an owner who refused to let a little piece of
history disappear.

"Perhaps our cars preserve something in us as well."

It takes many sorts of members to create our club's particular
character. We all bring different skills, experiences and specialist
interests to the mix, and somehow it works remarkably well.

Whether your enjoyment comes from driving, restoring, researching,
photographing, writing, socialising, collecting parts, or simply
reminiscing, remember that each of us contributes something
different. Together we keep these remarkable little Fords alive. More
importantly, perhaps, they help keep something alive in us too.
You do know that your committee and many others work long hours
behind the scenes to keep this club running and successful? I'm
sure you do.

Often overlooked everywhere, volunteers do so much support work
because they feel it’s worthwhile — helping others, being part of
something useful, and passing on experience. But with the years
passing, new hands are required.

I often see on the TV and internet how as people age, they need to
take up exercise and keep fit. Maybe for you its Yoga, the Gym, Tai
Chi walking, lifting weights or crawling under your car greasing and
adjusting brakes (perfectly good as exercise!) The point is: to live
longer, exercise building strength is essential, vital even.

We are like our cars — they too need exercise and maintenance of
their bodies and moving parts to survive longer. My car is now 93,
while Simon Hyde's Gladys recently celebrated her goth birthday.
With care, they can easily all get to one hundred! That will be
something to celebrate. Our club is nearing fifty and yes, it needs
new blood and ideas to keep it running as well.

A Model Y, or C/CX, can be more than transport. It can be: a
challenge, a teacher, a memory, a friend, a link to family, a
connection to other enthusiasts, a reason to keep learning.

You might say that the members who thrive longest are often those
who remain curious. They are still asking questions: "How does this
work?" "Who owned this car before me?" "Can I improve that
repair?" "What happened at Dagenham in 1934?" "How can we
attract younger members?"

The moment curiosity stops, clubs begin to fade. The same is true
of people. Curiosity is what keeps both people and organisations
alive.

As Editor, I am curious about members’ stories. As acting
membership secretary, I am curious about numbers and payments
and, with the internet why hundreds show interest but haven’t
joined.

As T've often extolled before, to be successful we need more
members, we need more help, we need to show off our cars, on the
road, and reveal our enthusiasm. I'm curious — how can you help
the club?

REC

Chairman’s Chat

-

(Dave Tanner was elected our
new chairman at the recent
AGM)

As the new Chairman, and wearing
said hat, I have been thinking about
the role of our area contacts. There
is a need to fulfil the post to a |
greater degree than at present.
During the rally season particularly,
would be nice to see some reports of goings on,
i.e. local meets, car shows and rallies etc together with
photographs etc. it seems to me that the only area contacts who do this,
and more, are our Jim Miles and Steve Whitley, so well done to Steve
and Jim and many thanks.

So come on everyone let’s have a report on your motoring activities, it
may sound boring to you but of great interest to others!

it

Well, the rally season is well under way and good support is needed from
us all wherever possible.? Main events this year as usual being The
Enfield Pageant of Motoring, The Old Ford Rally at Gaydon, the Classic
Car Show and The NEC at Birmingham.

This year I have a goal and that is to get more of our old Fords out and
about. As Jim Miles pointed out at the resent AGM, some may be a bit
weary or nervous about driving the old cars, with the volume of traffic
etc. We mustn’t allow this to affect our much-entitled-to hobby. Myself
and many others have fitted the high intensity clip on taillights, the type
used by cyclists, they can be purchased from Halfords, and they are
rechargeable and light up the back of your car for all to see from a great
distance, day or night, I highly recommend them, they are a must.

We need to drive them with a care for other road users so as to not cause
any annoyance with safety in mind as always. As I said about my goal,
your goal could be to get the car finished and ready for the road. By the
way I hope Drive it Day went well. So, all enjoy this years motoring.

See you all soon.
DT

P.S. Gaydon

Hi all, a reminder about this years Old Ford Rally at Gaydon, 19th July,
details in the mag. Last year, to be fair, was a bit of a wash-out in more
ways than one. Terrible weather affected the numbers there particularly
for our club. Due partly to this, Myself and Jim Miles couldn’t attend
due to prior engagements, i.e. we were using the cars for club member
David and Freda Kent’s son’s wedding. So two cars missing from the
word go.

So my plea to all is please come along with your old Ford and support
the club and the BMM at this once-a-year great event. There is so much
to see and do, including a good auto jumble, even if it does rain. (it won’t
of course). Don’t forget it rained in the thirties and got our cars wet then,
so they are used to it. Fetch a brolly just in case.

Leave it with you everyone.
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Tanner's Top Tech Tips — Worth every
penny.

A chap asked me the other day why his car was difficult to start after
cleaning the points or contact breakers. It seems he had cleaned them
using wet and dry paper, this is impregnated with a carborundum
substance and can leave a residue on the surface of the contacts,
basically insulating them. So, beware of this, ideally use fine sand or
glass paper, then blow away the dust. Check the gap to makers spec.,
and all should be well. Contact breakers need to be inspected now and
then to make sure they are clean and not worn. Sometimes a crater can
be burnt on one with a corresponding mountain on the other. If your
contact breakers have got to this stage, then they must be changed.
Further damage can be caused by a malfunctioning condenser; this is
seen by the face of the points being burnt, usually blue in colour. Again,
the condenser should be replaced with a new item. The points gap needs
to be set accurately to makers spec. as above, details are to be found in
the handbook. Using a clean feeler gauge of the correct thickness, insert
the gauge between the two points as shown, that is at 9o deg. to the
base plate see sketch. Gap for pre 1936 is 0.018 in, 1936 on. 0.010-
0.012 in.

- RONG AT
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¢ Circuit tester

Cleanliness is important, if the contacts are removed for replacement,
then the base plate, washers, points etc must be clean, ideally use carb
or brake cleaner. Before finalising check the underside of the distributor
cap. Wipe clean, make sure the carbon spring loaded centre electrode is
in good order and that there are no cracks in the body of the cap. The
four brass segments will probably need cleaning, use a screwdriver to
scrape off any corrosion, followed by inspecting the rotor arm for cracks
or wear etc. The brass contact strip on the rotor arm needs to be clean,
again clean and wipe, using a cleaning fluid. To clean the end of the rotor
arm, rub against the tread of a tyre, this will take off all burning and
leave it clean. Don'’t ever use sandpaper etc.

Use of a circuit tester; This is an item which can be one of your best
tools in the box if used correctly, and can provide quick reliable
information, such as a loss of current, live feed, or a bad earth. An
example of its use: you have just replaced a bulb and still it won’t work.
(Is your new bulb ok ?) It could be an earth problem or a break in the
live feed. Understanding the circuit tester and what it’s telling you is
important. It will tell you if it’s an earth problem or a live feed issue.
Also, if the car |J i
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earth is good it’s a reversal of the above, i.e. attach the crocodile clip to
a clean earth and the probe on the live feed. Practice with this on
anything known to work and see what you get. Of course it’s important
to check your circuit tester is working, by putting it across the battery
terminals FIRST, no matter which way round your connections are, the
tester will tell you if there is a flow of electricity. Further uses for the
tester, if the engine won'’t start you can prove if there is power to the coil,
or if the points aren’t functioning correctly as above. So, the starter won’t
engage? Battery good? Is there any power getting to the starter motor?
By using the circuit tester as above, a multitude of information is
provided.

What do they cost? from about £5. They are a must! From.... Auto
Electric Supplies. Tel

01584 819552. NB this type of tester is for 6 or 12 volt only! NEVER

the middle of the bearing was located, I drilled the tube and tapped it,
then I fitted a grease nipple, ensuring it faced down for easy grease gun
application. Rebuilt it all, cleaning everything as I went followed by
grease a plenty. For those who are about to undertake this job....Before
rebuilding, check or replace the rivet securing the prop shaft to the
pinion, see pic. If the rivet ever fails, then you have to take the axle out
again. (it’s called preventative maintenance). See below, later model but
very similar to ours.

So now, guess what? The rattle has gone! enabling me to hear the rest
of this mechanical 20th century wonder to modern man!

A club member asked about the correct procedure to fit a Model C fan
belt, ( the following also applies to the model Y). He was saying

240 volts ! something must be amiss as he couldn’t get the old belt out from under
the crankshaft pulley. Nothing amiss! There is not enough clearance
between the pulley and the cross member, to allow removal of the belt,
so the following is the solution. On each side of the engine there will be
seen the front engine mountings. There is a bolt which runs through the

mounting and attaches the mounting to the chassis rail on each
To RepHace ¥

Tt |ntl:1'na|1}r-s - | side. Do not remove these bolts, they can be a so and so to get back
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Fig. 16
Rear Main Bearing Cork O Seal

unusual problem, and due to the idling jet being blocked. This jet is to be found
inside the carburettor float chamber at the top see picture. It’s a case of unscrewing
it and blowing it through or probe using a bristle from a broom or similar, NOT a
piece of wire.

A while ago I heard a strange rattling noise coming from the transmission area of
my CX. I suppose this rattle may have been there a while, but because of the various
other noises in the car it may have gone undetected. (What do you mean you have
no rattles, bangs or squeaks?) I had decided it may have been the universal joint, so
that was the task in hand. After jacking up the car, and up on four axle stands, I
removed rear wheels, rear spring, and many other things, and finally removed the
axle complete with torque tube. I could find nothing wrong with the universal joint,
but I could hear a kind of rubbing noise coming from the torque tube interior when
I rotated the shaft. I thought the speedo drive area was the culprit at the time, but
all seemed well there. I undid the four bolts holding the torque tube to the axle and
slid it off. I had a look down inside the tube from both ends. From the front I could
see some loose needle rollers, not much grease in fact! These had come from the
torque tube bearing which had broken up. This bearing buts up against a shoulder
inside the torque tube behind the universal joint and just behind the speedo drive.

Image: prop shaft end.jpg

I gave it all a thorough clean up with a brush and plenty of diesel. There is a circlip
holding the bearing in place, and after removal the bearing can easily be removed.
It seemed to me that little or no lubricant or grease had reached the bearing, via the
universal joint grease nipple, despite my regular and thorough grease ups. A design
fault most certainly. So after careful measuring of the tube and locating exactly where

Fig. 17
Front Cover 04l Seals
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in, so just unscrew them about half an inch. Using a block of wood twixt
the sump and a jack, raise the engine the aforesaid half inch, by doing
so the fan belt can be removed. Refitting is a reversal of the above, but
don’t forget to retighten the bolts.

The other evening I had a phone call from a club member, he had a
problem with his Y. It may have been a CX, I can’t remember, but the
issue applies to both models. The car was really un drivable. It would
start eventually but would only run on choke. Our man had given the
carb jets a clean and also checked for an induction air leak. He replaced
the manifold gasket, made sure the mating surface of the manifold was
flat, all to no avail. I suggested that he remove the carb and have a good
look down inside the manifold where the hotspot plate is, as it was a
safe bet that the plate had rusted through, I have come across this
before. If the plate is holed it creates a massive air leak. The only answer
is to split the manifolds and replace the plate. He called me back and
said that the hotspot plate did indeed have a hole in it. Having replaced
the plate and gaskets the car runs without a hitch.

. Note early 8hp needs one gasket, later need two — one each side of
plate

As usual I attended this years Enfield Pageant of Motoring. On the way
back in the blistering heat and fortunately near to home, the old CX
began coughing back through the carburettor, it did it once on the way
there, but now it was more frequent. I got home and lifted the bonnet
and the first thing that I saw was that the carb had been flooding, petrol
everywhere! The next day, Bank Holiday Monday, I took off the
carburettor bowl to check the needle or fuel cut off valve. This is the
same principle as a toilet cistern, the float rises and shuts off the water,
petrol in this case. (Don’t get flushed over this). Flicking the shut off
valve with my finger told me it wasn’t sticking. I then operated the
priming lever, held the needle valve up and the petrol shut off
immediately, so all ok here. I took out the float and it was full of petrol.
Very common and obviously the cause of the trouble but its never
happened to me before. I replaced the float with a spare and all is now
ok. I know that they can be dried out and repaired but I would always
advocate replacement if possible.

The float, not floating !

A leaky CX sump has caused our man a few problems of late. The leak
had started as an occasional drip but had got steadily worse. So, he

removed the sump, ( engine in situ) expecting to see a leaky damaged
gasket, but it seemed to be ok, which is why he turned his attention to
the back of the sump where the upright plate is brazed to the casing. He
had the section re-brazed , as he felt it may be leaking from there, then
refitted the sump with a new gasket. A very short while later the leak
started again, with oil coming from the split pin hole at the back of the
sump.

He told me how he was fitting his gasket and using a sealant he started
by fitting the gasket to the sump. Then fitting the square cork over the
rear main bearing. The wrong way round!! By doing it this way an oil
tight seal cannot possibly be achieved at the back of the sump.

So, let’s help him and others from falling into this trap, with the sump
off, clean off all gunge and all signs of old gasket and any sealant from
around the sump flange. Clean out the sump inside, and outside. Remove
the wire oil strainer from the bottom of the oil pump and thoroughly
clean it and the pump using a brush and a pan of diesel, refit. Now to
the cylinder block. The mating sump flange around the block perimeter
will need to be spotless, i.e. no old gasket or sealant. The front and rear
main bearing housings likewise. The sump bolts and threads, together
with the washers, will need a thorough clean.

Now to assemble, begin by fitting the new front seal, to both the groove
in the sump and

the timing case, -*"F-»' TR

see instructions | = ety .’-.r' X; e R
below. 2 'ﬁf . ; =
When the front oil SEH e g
seal has T

been | -
fitted, offer up one | z
half of the sump |
gasket on to the
sump. When you
are certain it’s the
correct way round,
(also check that
the gasket is the
correct one, earlier
sumps we're ||
different) apply
sealant around the | =
bottom of the |
cylinder block and =
carefully fit the
gasket to the °
bottom of the
engine.
Temporarily fit half a dozen sump bolts and washers to hold the gasket
in place, not over tight, then the same procedure for the other side.
Periodically press the gasket into place while the sealant goes off. At the
end of the gasket you will see a ‘tongue’, see picture, these locate into
the groove in the bearing cap. When the sealant has set, remove the bolts
and fit the rear oil seal square cork carefully into its groove on the rear
main bearing cap, apply sealant particularly in the corner where the
‘tongue’ is and all around the sump flange. See picture. Refit the sump
carefully holding it in place while the bolts and washers are fitted. These
must be fitted equally that is to say, one each side and opposite but not
tight at this stage. When all bolts are fitted, tighten down equally and
opposite, to 20 ft Ibs.

Float tester

It has to be said that the fitting of a new sump gasket is easier with the
engine on the bench, but it can be done in situ. If this is the case, then
the car needs to be on axle stands and on level ground. For easier access,
remove the front wheels and also the track rod. Plenty of light is needed
and ideally the help of an assistant makes the job that much easier.

Any problems here or any clarification needed please call
me, as with any advice I give.
Many thanks for all your queries and feedback.

DT
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Membership Matters

News of new members:

We are pleased to welcome to our Ford Y&C Model Register:

Liam Stericker S1440 - ( 548) Chorley Lancashire

Michael Gildea O-G109 — (549) Middleton Massachusetts USA
Keith Oliver O1506 - (550) Smalley, Derbyshire 14th May [Rejoined]
Derek Holmes H1338 - (551) Wherstead, Ipswich 1st June

(Note the new numbering system in brackets!)

Below are brief details of their vehicles.
Liam Stericker has BRR69, a 1935 4-door black Model Y owned

by his late father-in-law since 1970, who had proposed to his girlfriend
in this car, and it has remained in the family ever since,and also GMC
517 that also has much history attached, and is in dry storage whilst
BRR is being restored. It was also purchased from his father in law
who had bought it as a donor car but decided it was too good!

W,

Michael Gildea has a 2 door LHD Eifel ? in green, imported from
Portugal with a CX radiator grille...

Keith Oliver owns DGC 631 a green and black Model Y on the
road Chassis Y155259, once owned by Richard White from Leicester.

Derek Holmes has taken on a Model Y, CGN 454 from Member
Ron Capes, chassis Y110300. Ron had quite a lot of work completed
about 10 years ago including bodywork restoration and running
gear. Getting it out into the daylight and sorting through all the parts has
renewed our enthusiasm and we are determined to get it back on the r
We wish these new and rejoining members the best of luck with their
restorations.

Well, the season of renewal has started with a vengeance! Most
of you read and noted the renewal notices in the last issue, that
informed everyone of the new rates (after ten years) and the need

to change existing standing orders with your banks. Something you
need to do as we are not allowed to send these off on your behalf.
But many did not act on that information...

Subsequently, I now have to write and email dozens of you for the
extra now owing. I now know what Mike Malyon had to go through
these last 17 years! Whilst it’s good to chat , it does take time! (and
a lot of checking against bank statements by our treasurer, Nick
Smith!)

Alas, I was also unable to complete the new online processes with
PayPal in time, as I would have liked, so hope at least that will help
in future for both membership and spares purchase once completed.
Overall, I am expecting numbers to follow the trend of most classic
car clubs, and decrease slowly, year on year, as long-standing
members age and ail. It is therefore more important than ever to
help the club, and yourselves, in selling our club. Build interest.
You will see from the article on the Old Ford Rally, that we are
making an offer of free entry to members who exhibit their
Ys and Cs, so as to increase attendance at events, and to advertise
our cars and club. An “added benefit” for members that we must use
to promote and recruit.

Can I also ask if there is any member who might assist with
membership officer duties? Or anyone who can suggest ways to
promote our fine club.

REC
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BUR 896, the final push!

‘With the headlining job completed, to remain sane, I guessed a
complete break from soft trim was necessary, so I decided to tackle
the wiring.

With the gauges and switches refitted, and having bought a harness
kit from Autosparks sometime previously, I unpacked and laid the
various sections out, in and around the car. After a bit of head
scratching and a discussion with the ever-helpful Roger H, I
discovered that the front to rear section runs up the chassis on the
RH side, not inside the car on the LH side like the previous one,
which had clearly been replaced at some time.

With my background, over4o years as an insurance assessor, I have
always been wary of and investigated various causes and
devastating results of ‘spontaneous combustion’, and vehicles with
insufficiently fused circuits (ie 1980s Renaults !), so first job was
to incorporate a 6 way modern fuse box, mounted out of sight

behind the instrument panel, which involved considerable cutting
and shutting of my lovely new loom, and hours of soldering bullet
connectors, a task I actually enjoyed. I had also specified the flasher
option on the harness, but on running the first test of the system,
all four LED lamps illuminated but would not flash! More head
scratching, and a bit of research revealed that I had bought a
standard 6v flasher instead of a special positive earth electronic
jobbie for LED use. This was qulckly bought, and lo and behold
worked a treat. As I
had opted not to
upgrade to 12 volt,
decided also to fit
LED bulbs all round,
and sourced them
from the excellent
Classic Dynamo &
Regulator
Conversions,
receiving sound =
advice too from
proprietor Pete Jury.

While all this
electrickery was
going on, I sourced
some plated bits from
the Register, and we
had a nice day out in
North Wales
collecting them from
Clive Harrison, with
fish and chips to boot.
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The remaining stuff I took to Niphos 40 mins up the road in Crewe,
and a lovely job they did too! It transpires they have provided a
plating service for the Register in the past, I can thoroughly
recommend them.

As we all know, when all is going well, ‘curve balls’ occur. Having
painted the car 18 months ago, I stored the mudguards, bonnet
sections and some other bits in my garage loft, wrapped for safe
keeping in 3mm foam such as used under laminate flooring.
WRONG! Where it had made close contact with the painted items,
probably not helped by last year’s heatwave, it had etched an imprint
in the paint. To cut a long expletive laden story short, given the size
of the mudguards I couldn’t be bothered to sanitise my workshop
again with plastic sheeting, so subbed the rectification job out to a
very good local bodyshop, Body Matters in Stafford. The remaining
parts affected I managed to sort out myself in the shed, including
the driver’s door which I was not totally happy with first time round.

On a positive note, with the wiring installed I was in a position to
fire up the engine. First off, I needed to put petrol in the tank which
had not been in use since it was cleaned with the cement
mixer/gravel method and electrolysis two years ago. With
trepidation I tipped a couple of gallons in, no leaks, but no reading
on the fuel gauge! Tests with a voltmeter narrowed it down to the
sender unit, which had worked before being fitted to the tank. As we
know, my car has a boot and fortunately when I made a new floor I
added a small ‘trapdoor’ over the sender. Some dexterous deeds that
would impress a gynaecologist, enabled removal of the sender; the
cast aluminium body was found to have corroded in storage despite
being thoroughly cleaned. A dose of WD40 and a bit of persuasion
had it freed off and it is now working perfectly.

With that problem sorted, float chamber primed, the engine started
and runs well. I then bolted the seat in, had a few blasts up and down
the drive and did final adjustments on the brakes, which lock well
and are now perfectly balanced.

My original plan had included making carpets, but with ‘injury time’
taking six months out of my schedule, and wanting to get out and
enjoying the car, I put this in the hands of Coverdale Carpets, who
have performed exceptionally, even making modifications to their
templates to accommodate my later gearbox mounting brackets at
no additional charge. The carpets fit well and really look good.

Because of their size, risk of damage, and the valuable space they
take up when open, hanging and assembly of the doors came very
late on. The car had been fitted with some spurious door handles,
possibly non Ford, so having obtained some correct but scruffy
‘swept’ ones, then part exchanged through the Register parts system,
it became apparent that the passenger door had not only a lock in
the handle, correct of course, but also a second lock lever on the
latch. Even more head scratching, but a query raised on the Facebook
page was quickly answered, a suggestion that my car had a non-UK
spec’ latch. The old door cards were definitely original (as they had
a1936 date stamp !) and had the slot for the lock, so for some reason
this must have been fitted on the original build, parts bin mixup
maybe, weird! If anyone out there has a spare right hand door latch
with the locking lever, please let me know.

The bonnet was repainted, handles and clips fitted, the last major
task was mudguards, running boards and headlamps. The latter had
been totally stripped and new holders inserted to accommodate the
LED bulbs. Having decided on the LED headlamp bulbs with integral
reflectors, it was necessary to remove the Magnatex diffusers which
although add to the originality of a Y, are not compatible with the
modern improvement, a shame, but I would sooner have efficient
lighting.

I had been trying to locate an authentic oil can for the engine bay,
which are as we know like hens teeth. Following what must have
been a spoof advertisement for one (allegedly sold for over 700 quid
on eBay!) that appeared on Facebook, Peter Ketchell’s wife Jean
responded with the news that they had four available! To cut a long
story short, I relieved Peter of one, nicely patinated and have the

option of wrapping it in a new decal if necessary, but quite honestly,
it looks great as it is.

With the mudguards back from being painted the time had come for
the final push to get the car finished, and I set myself a deadline
of June 1st, just 9 days! I knew the rear mudguard fitting was going
to be challenging, they had been repaired extensively before I had
the car, needed further ‘surgery’ and had distorted as a result, and
on trial offering up prior to painting, just about fitted where they
touched!. However, with the help of a 13 year old grandson who
doesn’t mind getting his hands dirty, we managed to get them on,
and to be honest do not look too bad. The front pair were easier, and
by the end of the Bank holiday weekend all were done. Only problem
was the intense heat on the hottest May Day on record! Grille, front
apron panel and running boards all went back without major
dramas; the latter are fibreglass, on the car before and are strong
and very well made. Bumpers and headlamps next, then finally the
seats were fitted, and after a few ‘spanner checks’ we were ready for
the road.

What may be a first for a Model Y, and by request from Mrs P, I had
decided to fit static lap diagonal front seat belts which were supplied
by the excellent Quickfit Safety Belt Services who specialise in
Classics and bespoke items. The floor mountings were straight
forward using eye bolts, but securing the upper mounting (through
the hole where the window winder would normally be) involved
making a sturdy box section frame inside the quarter panels bolted
to the wheel arches, B and C pillars.

So, with a bit of trepidation, on a scorching Saturday 3oth May, the
first road test. I had driven numerous 103E Populars in the 1960s,
but never a Y, but all went well apart from meeting a numpty in a
big Mercedes on the wrong side of a country road; I had to ‘throw
out the anchor’ and it locked the wheels, was well pleased with the
brakes! I would say the steering took some getting used to but
quickly learned to take up the slack on the wheel and maintain a
straight line on the road. There were no extraneous noises from
anywhere and the engine pulls well. So far, so good, looking forward
to more of the same.

I had kept in contact with Bill Plevin’s wife Elaine, and have sent her
some pictures of the completed restoration, she was absolutely
delighted!

That’s it then, job done, many thanks to members of the Register
who have answered my questions on Facebook, Roger H and Roger
C for their expert advice, my enthusiastic grandson Archie for
getting stuck in, and finally my wife Helen for her patience, support
particularly help with soft trim matters.

Now, what shall I do next.................. ¥’

Stuart Perren
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Driving in the 30's

As a follow on to our Editor’s article in the last magazine re
motoring in 1934, the Ford Model Y was an excellent vehicle,
and was capable of working hard and reliably, but of course
we mustn’t forget the Y’s stable mate the C/CX. Almost
identical mechanically except for the 10 hp engine (very
similar in most respects), these cars rubbed shoulders
together in the reliability and economy stakes.

Let’s take a look at many other issues that the prewar
motorists took to be everyday concerns around those times -
up to the early 60’s in fact. Days long before that nasty term,
‘the MOT’ which plagued everyone, causing sleepless nights.
A motorist did his best to keep his car on the road with cost
firmly in his thoughts. That old car was used for holidays,
weekends and work. It was imperative that the car was ‘on
the button’!

So how was motoring so different to
now?

Well, the cars were far simpler than
todays, and were generally easily
fixed in the event of a breakdown,
and if maintained properly the old
cars were reliable, also the owner
did not have to hold a degree in
electronics!

First off, fuel. As our editor
explained in the last magazine, back
in the day, these old cars would and
still do, run very well on any cheap |
petrol that’s available, with no
adverse effects. The engines were
designed to run on cheap and
sometimes poor-quality fuel. So
todays fuel is a bank holiday for
these old engines!

1
Sunday mornings would be seen |
with owners bonnets up fixing or
tinkering with their engines, brakes I,'I.HTI'ML._
etc, hardly seen in today’s modern times. TI‘lpS to breakers
yards (main dealer), were commonplace, particularly on a
Sunday morning, to obtain second hand bits of dubious
quality for a few pounds or less.

Winter always caused the pre or post war motorist a headache
particularly those not lucky enough to own a garage. So, the
previous dark, bitter cold, snowy or icy, foggy evening saw
engines being covered up with blankets, so as to combat the
rigours of an early morning start up. No antifreeze, but
paraffin sump heaters used in abundance. In some cases
where the owner overlooked the need to keep his engine from
freezing, coolant would freeze solid, resulting in a cracked
cylinder block or core plugs hanging out on the end of an
icicle!

Some owners clipped a red parking light on to the driver’s
door window to help other motorists see the parked car in the
pea soup fog which was a regular problem. Some used a
paraffin ‘hurricane’ lamp attached to the back bumper when
the car was parked at night.

Lots of ‘tips’ prevailed such as rubbing a peeled potato on the
windscreen which stopped the screen icing over in subzero
temperatures. This also helped in rainy weather to overcome
worn out wiper blades. Additives for a leaky radiator
(including mustard powder) some leaked like a sieve and were
really past it !

Then there were bald tyres, which may or may not be replaced
by a dodgy remould or worse, a recut tyre or a ‘new one’ from
the breakers yard. - so dangerous! Punctures were rife, with
leaky porous inner tubes doing their best to keep the air in!
This was about the time when motoring magazines came into
the world of motoring. These helped no end with adverts for
this that and the other, though some of the advice given was
rather in question particularly in today’s safety conscious
MOT world.

Dear reader before I go down the avenue of motoring in the
war years, I was born in 48 so I
can only tell what conditions were
like from accounts from my
parents and grandparents. Some
would say I was born when people
thought the world was flat!

The war years however presented
~ other issues. Petrol was rationed,
| so many cars were laid up for the
I duration as petrol became harder
- and harder to obtain. All vehicles
l had to have mudguards and wings
. etc painted with a white lip to
i enable an unlit vehicle to be seen,
as there were no illuminated
streetlights, this to comply with
the black out. Vehicles had to have
a headlamp shield to reduce the
light, and aim the beam
downwards, the other headlamp
the same, or with the bulb
removed alternatively. Some
traffic lights were switched off so
a policeman would direct the
traffic, a duty sometimes left to
military police or the AA. ARP

” )

wardens shouting, “put that light out” !

Snowy and icy weather prevailed, (proper winters then)
untreated roads, no heater in the car or demister more than
likely.

So, what did the war time motorist see whilst sitting in a snow
bound traffic jam on his way home from work ? As now when
parked in a traffic jam, one tends to gaze around to relieve
the boredom. Woolworths were always there, a big store
which sold everything, now long forgotten. Market stalls
surrounded by litter and overlooked fruit being kicked around
by sticky unwashed children. Steamy Pie and mash shops
prevailed, full of people getting a very cheap and nourishing?
meal. Lots of packed taverns, whelk stalls and hot chestnuts
for sale in the winter months, cut price groceries at Victor
Values. Rabbits hanging from butchers hooks and little else.
Well, the world has certainly changed including motoring !

DT.
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*Belles of Brooklands® - Joan Richmond

by Member Tony Russell

We all love Brooklands, the spiritual home of British motor racing,
and no doubt have great admiration for all those brave heroic
pre-war drivers, Malcolm Campbell, John Cobb, S.C.H. “Sammy”
Davis, Henry “Tim” Birkin, Count Louis Zoborowski, to name but
a few. Competing at Brooklands was predominantly a male-
dominated sport for the rich and affluent, but we often overlook the
courageous and skilful lady drivers who raced there in those heady
days.

The circuit opened in 1907 and the Brooklands Automobile Racing
Club (BARC) initially did not permit women to compete, but in 1908
the rules were relaxed slightly and allowed the gloriously named
“Ladies Bracelet Handicap” to take place on the 4th of July over just
one lap, a distance of about three miles. This was almost certainly
an attraction to bring spectators to the Weybridge track. The girls
wore brightly coloured outfits and scarves, their skirts secured with
pieces of cord to prevent them, horrors of horrors, from riding up
over their knees.

Several ladies took part, the event being won by Muriel Thompson
in her Austin “Pobble” and just beating Dame Ethel Locke-King,
wife of Hugh, the founder and financier of Brooklands, driving John
Scott Montagu’s Itala “Bambo”. Third was the statuesque Christabel
Ellis who could hardly see over the steering wheel of her Arrol-
Johnston “Guarded Flame” bedecked with cornflowers and sweet
peas on its bonnet. Fourth was Mrs J. Rowland Hewitt in a De Dion.
Fifth was Nelly Ridge-Jones in a Sunbeam and two more ladies
failed to make the start line. Although no speeds were announced,
the finish was pretty close.

Following the Bracelet event the BARC took the highly unpopular
decision to ban women from racing at their meetings, expecting the
ladies to confine themselves to the Brooklands’ tennis courts and
tea rooms! It was not until 1928 that the BARC conceded by allowing
ladies to compete in “Ladies only handicaps” and after even more
pressure, finally permitted the girls to test their driving skills against
men in 1932.

Thus emerged a number of wonderful lady racing drivers — “The
Belles of Brooklands”. Kay Petre, who mastered the fearsome 1924
10.5 litre V12 Delage in which she took the Ladies Land Speed record
of 134.75 mph during 1935. Beatrice “Tilly” Shilling OBE, who not
only was a successful amateur racing driver and motorcyclist, but
also a highly qualified RAE (Royal Aircraft Establishment)
aeronautical engineer. During the 1940s she designed and
developed the legendary, ahem, “Miss Shilling’s Orifice”. Before Mr
Editor decides to ban me from writing further articles, allow me to
explain — this was a disc with an exact size hole fitted to the float
chambers in the carburettors of Spitfires and Hurricanes to prevent
engines from flooding and cutting out, no doubt saving the lives of
many pilots and their aircraft during the war years.

It is worthy of note that in 1934 Beatrice also won a Brooklands Gold
Star for being only the second woman to lap the track at over 100
mph on her 500cc Norton International. Elsie “Bill” Wisdom, who
successfully handled the notoriously difficult 7.2 litre Leyland
Thomas. Doreen Evans, Gwenda Stewart, Dorothy Turner, Eileen
Ellison, stage and screen actress and pilot, Paddy Naismith, and
“Flying Fay” Taylour — heroines all.

In compiling this feature, I would like to focus on one “Belle” in
particular who holds a special place in my admiration, namely one
Miss Joan Richmond — you’ll find out why later.

Born in 1905 to a wealthy family in Cooma, New South Wales, she
grew up on a farm in rural Victoria and, being used to working with
horses, aspired to become a jockey. Back then, as with most sports,
women were not officially allowed to compete in horse racing, and
when they did it was always viewed with criticism, so Richmond
decided to pursue a career in motor racing.

Motor sport was still in its infancy, but the very few motor clubs
wanted to expand into the new sport and encourage membership
to those who were fortunate enough to own a car. So, in 1926 at the
age of 21, Joan Richmond purchased a Citroén 5CV and drove with
her mother from Victoria to her brother’s property in the Northern

Territory, where she began to participate in club-level hill climbs
and sprints, enthusiastically pursuing the thrill of racing and
competition.

By 1931 Richmond was competing in her first major motor sport
event in the Australian Grand Prix at Phillip Island, where she
came in fifth driving a Riley Brooklands and gained a name for
herself in this male-dominated sport. Later that year, Richmond
and four friends penned a letter to Victor Riley of Riley Motor
Cars requesting sponsorship for an overland journey from
Australia to Europe to enter the prestigious Monte Carlo Rally.
To their great surprise and delight, Riley agreed, even providing
three Riley 9s for the journey. The girls appropriately named
the cars The Bell Bird, The Wattle Bird and The Kookaburra.
On 15 August 1931 they set out from Melbourne via Sydney and
Brisbane to the Northern Territory. From Darwin the cars were
shipped to Singapore, driven through the Malay Peninsula,
shipped to Calcutta, driven across India, shipped to Iraq and
driven across the Middle East through Jerusalem to Cairo,
before finally being shipped to Italy. An enormous and
challenging journey that took five months and is credited as
being the very first international overland motor tour to have
begun in Australia.

Joan Richmond then successfully completed the Monte Carlo
Rally, covering 1,100 miles in 52 hours. She wrote: “Our cars
have been officially christened — poor little things — a beautiful
bottle of champagne was smashed in front of their thirsty
radiators.” The publicity generated by the venture and
Richmond’s growing reputation were noted by Victor Riley, who
again offered sponsorship, enabling her to remain and compete
in Europe.

In 1932 Joan Richmond achieved her most extraordinary
success when she and her racing partner Elsie “Bill” Wisdom
took first place in the Junior Car Club (JCC) 1000 Miles Race
at Brooklands, driving her Riley 9 “Brooklands” at an average
speed of 84.41 mph. They were the only all-female team to
compete and the first women to win a major motor racing title.
She wrote home: “Isn’t it all too wonderful, even now I can
hardly believe it. Do you realise we are the first women to win
an international long-distance race?”

During 1933 Richmond acquired the 1921 ex-Malcolm Campbell
3-litre Grand Prix Ballot — a fine old warrior of a car, unwieldy,
outdated and unreliable. It was viewed as dangerous by
Brooklands officials, but undeterred she drove it to 103 mph,
impressing spectators before it threw a rod. She retained the car
for two seasons before selling it in 1935.
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By now Richmond had become something of a legend and gained
public acclaim for her racing exploits. In England she met and fell
in love with London stockbroker and fellow racer Maurice “Bill”
Bilney, and they became engaged.

She entered many events, including no fewer than seven Monte
Carlo Rallies and several Le Mans 24-hour races. In 1935 she
competed at Le Mans in an MG “P-type” as part of George Eyston’s
“Dancing Daughters” team, finishing 24th overall and first of the
team. The following year she drove a Triumph Gloria Speed Model
tourer.

For the 1937 Le Mans she partnered her fiancé Bilney in a most
unlikely car — a 1937 Ford 10 CX tourer, registration EPA 2 — a
car very similar to my own 1937 Ford 7W tourer. They took second
place in their class and a highly creditable fourteenth overall,
completing 161 laps — some 1,350 miles — at an average of 56.29
mph.

This was no minor achievement for such a humble little Ford. The
engine had been sleeved down from 1172cc to 1099cc to run in the
1100cc class. Preparation at Brooklands likely included twin SU

carburett  grookiands July 1932, Joan Richmond and
improved Elsie Wisdom win in the Riley 9.

cooling, gas- i i I )

flowed ports d

and a raised

compress
ion ratio. A
larger fuel
t a n k
replaced the
rear seat,
and the car
w a s
lightened
w it h
simplified
mudguards. |
Some claim
the first *
Ford at Le = *
M an sj -
appeared in
1923, but that heavily modified machine bore little resemblance to
a standard Ford and was entered as a Montier Special.

Tragically, later in 1937, Bilney was killed in a racing accident at
Donington Park during a 12-hour event. Richmond had handed
over the driving when he collided with another car and struck a
wall at speed.

She continued competing — at Crystal Palace and Shelsley Walsh
among others — driving MG, HRG, AC and Frazer Nash machines,
but with diminishing frequency until the outbreak of war in 1939
brought motor sport to a halt.

During the war she worked in the aviation industry at a De
Havilland factory. Afterward, in 1946, she returned to Australia.
Although she competed occasionally, her fame there never matched
that in Europe, and with limited sponsorship she eventually retired
from racing, devoting herself to animal welfare work.

Joan Richmond died in Melbourne in 1999 at the age of 94. Her
memorabilia — photographs, diaries, trophies and racing attire —
was auctioned in 2007 and eagerly acquired by enthusiasts.

Her life story was later chronicled by David Price in Joan
Richmond: The Remarkable Previously Untold Story, from
Melbourne to Monte Carlo and Beyond (2011) — a rare but
worthwhile read.

In compiling this article I should like to express sincere thanks to
my good friend Yvon Precioux, pre-war registrar of the Ford
Sidevalve Club, for his assistance in reproducing historical
information.

Le Man 1937, Joan Richmond at the wheel of
the Ford 10 CX tourer,

1837, Bill with Joan Richmond at the whee! of
the Ford 70 CX fourer EPAZ
en route fo Le Mans.
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1935 Ford Model C, Deluxe (10hp) K
* Photos from September 2024 “ gt

Selling on behalf of the estate of Roy Cleeves — now deceased. Long term member of the
Model Y & C club. Bought in 2001 — light touch refurbishment over the next year or so
including suspension, complete interior including leather seats, carpets,
door cards and headlining. Essentially the car is original with original &&=
paintwork etc.

Roy was a regular exhibitor at many South West Car Shows and local
country fayres and rallies in the 2010 — 2022 period, when ill health struck F
and only occasional use after that, although always well maintained and | = &
pride of joy in the garage. The car has been garaged throughout the =
ownership and was last driven in September 2024 when it was garaged &
for the last time. Sadly over the winter of
2025/26 mice have got into the headlining
and that now needs replacing. The car in
located in North Somerset (Postcode BS48)
Price £5,500 ovno

Telephone Rob Cleeves
07970 494371

ALSO: For Sale

2 x Front bumpers 1 x Rear
Believed to be Model C (Possible
Y)

2 Open to offers Collection only from
~ North Somerset BS48 Rob Cleeves
07970 494371

For Sale Ford ¥

Model 1937 restored as follows - engine, gear box, axle, new brakes, new steering
bushes/shock absorbers, chassis restored. All body panels and windows removed, all in
good condition. Some welding needed to the osr inner wing. Selling due to death of owner
(Brian Money) who was in the process of renovating the car. Please note the car will have
to be trailered away with space for all body panels and windows. £1,500 any questions please
get in touch with Brian Chapple 07904129213 email bchapple319@hotmail.com.

JUST IN
For Sale: one Model Y car completely stripped down to the shell with
all the parts, some in very good condition.

And another car partially stripped. Photos and further details to be
added in our Facebook Group and on our website

Contact Simon on 07950 913961
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Minutes of Ford Y&C Model Register 47t AGM

April 12th, 2026  Willoughby
Village Hall.

Welcome by Chairman Geoff Dee.
Apologies: Michael Winkler, John
Armstrong, Peter and Jean Ketchell.
Stuart Perren, Jim Sharp, Robin and
Sue Jagger, Roger and Jo Hanslip,
Nick Smith, Victoria Whittle, Sam
Roberts.

Previous Minutes:
Reported in Magazine
Officers Reports:

2.1 Chairman.

Geoff Dee announced his retirement from
the post and wished everyone all the best.

2.2 Treasurer, including Proposal and
acceptance of Annual Accounts:

These were submitted prior to AGM.

2025 was a reasonably successful year
considering the increases in the cost of
printing and posting the magazine, and now
an increase in the rental charges for the
spares containers.

Membership subs are down slightly
compared to 2024. If you compare spares
postage costs to 2024 it has almost doubled,
partly due to increased postage costs, but
mainly by one spares stockholder
submitting 4yrs of postage costs! Please
ensure that all expenses claims are made in
a timely manner, this enables yearly trends
to be monitored. Spares income is down on
last year but still making a profit.

On a personal note, last year and so far this
year have been challenging health wise and
additional changes to ecommerce providers
has reached the point where I have to
consider if I can continue in the role of
treasurer. The legal requirements of the
post and my minimal computer skills are
making the role too stressful. Volunteers for
the post very welcome.

Detailed accounts were distributed at the
AGM

The accounts were Proposed by Roger Corti
and Seconded by Owen Baldock and carried
by the attendees.

Secretary:
Increase in contacts from the website and

general enquiries. This has resulted in new
members.

Membership:

There are 365 Full members.

Committee has agreed, that to cover
increasing costs, that the membership fee
should rise to £38 for Membership.
Overseas members charges to be advised.
Those who choose to have the magazine
online will have a reduced charge.

Editor and Website:

Feedback form members continues to be
appreciative of the quality of the magazine,
and as usual please would members submit
articles for future content.

Archivist:
Nothing to report.
Technical Officer:

As last year plenty of enquiries from
members and owners. The need for good
safety instructions. The “How to” articles in
the magazine have been very well received
and appreciated, there will be a greater
emphasis on safe working in future articles.

Website and Facebook:

Private FB page has had 87 engagements in
the last 28 weeks! The public FB page has
had 3255 engagements in the last 28 Days!!
With 1310 followers. Membership enquiries
still continue via the main Website.

Regional reports:

Steve Whitley (Essex and Kent) reminded
members of the upcoming tour in June.

Other at request of the Chairman:

Presentation of the Maurice Billings Award
for Services to the Club by the Chairman:
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This was presented to Steve Whitley
for his outstanding contribution to
e organising club meets and the Car
Tour 2026.

Election of Club Officers:

i1 The following were elected by a show
of hands from attendees:

Chairman: Dave Tanner. Proposed By

Geoff Dee and Seconded by Roger

! Corti.

.h Treasurer: Nick Smith. Restanding.

11 Secretary: Owen Baldock. Restanding.
These being the only Officers required

legally.

The following officers all agreed to re-stand
for their existing positions:

Editor: Roger Corti.

Membership: Vacant.

Tech Advisor: Dave Tanner.

The following Committee post were also
carried:

Geoff Salminen, Roger and Jo Hanslip, Jim
Miles, Robert Jarvis, Mike and Linda Clarke
and Nick Lawrence. Nick will also act as the
Club liaison with DVLA for registration
retention and recovery.

Events 2025:

Tour of the Lowestoft area in June 2025. A
very successful club tour, enjoyed by all who
took part.

AOB:
Events in 2026.

Drive it day 2026, Enfield Pageant to be
held on Bank Holiday weekend May 2026,
NEC Car Show Nov 2026, Club Tour June
2026, July s5th Steam Event Norfolk,
Gaydon, plus local shows.

Notices and Announcements:

Minor alterations to the Club Constitution
were agreed Nem Con by those attending.

A suggestion was made that for safety
reasons affixing a flashing rear light on our
vehicles when travelling on major roads
should be considered, these are readily
available from Halfords.

Date of next AGM:

The date of the next AGM will be Sunday
11th April 2027 at Willoughby Village Hall.
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childline

NSPCC

any members
heeded the
call to

participate in the

FHBCC ‘Drive -it Day’
challenge. Those buying their plaques also
contributed to the Children’s Charity, Childline.

Below were the offerings by a few of our members on
Facebook. I offered my own trip of 30 miles to Chesham
in BUCKS.

Roger & Judy Corti (Pinner): We have done our bit for
today - "Drive-It-Day" Thirty miles - bit bumpy and lurchy
down country lanes to Chesham, and called in for a photo
at Chenies House. No problems other than paying £3.50
for a single 99'er ice cream from a Mr Whippy! We passed
two Triumph Stags, a Hillman Imp, saw a Morris 8 and
got near to a Morris Oxford. Thought we may see more,
but we left late in the morning. Engine seems a trifle noisy,
and gearbox emits a clicking sound inside the car. (Need
to do an oil change and full lube job before the Club Tour)

i | P48
Al s sl
S W] S d = il

Stuart Perren (Stafford) : “Up and down the
driveway, before doing a bit more work on it but went
for a blat in the Elan yesterday!”

Peter Benton (Isle of Wight):

“Brighstone to Ryde, also down country lanes, danced

tango and then back home again before it got dark -
around 28 miles.”

Nick Smith, (King’s
Lynn) :

“To Bircham windmill, then along the Norfolk coast to
Thornham , then next stop , Brancaster Staithe , then back
via Sandringham for an ice cream , returning back home

to South Wootton , around 50 miles of model “Y”
delight!!”

Oliver Brown (from Tiffield, Northants):

“Out for Drive It Day with the Ford — started at Industry
& Supply in Nether Heyford before heading over to
Gasoline Juice in Weedon.

Car ran
beautifully
all day with
no fuss,
and it was
great to see
plenty of
interest
along the
way. Also
managed a
quick stop |
at Heyford e : )
Hills Farm = o
for a few photos.

A very enjoyable run and a good excuse to get some miles
on it. About 25miles for the entire trip. I still think the
furthest I've been is to the Ford Y & C meet at 42

miles.” =
John Susan Oliphant from Forfar:

“Another
good day out
at Dundee
Museum of
Transport at
Drive it day,
70 odd cars
on show.
“Janet”
celebrated her
goth
birthday”
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Robin & Sue Jager from Malvern
“Cyril took us to see the bluebells on the Malvern
Hills......Drive it Day 2026”

Ross Molloy
from
Mackworth,
Derby:

Lovely day for
a tootle

Donald
Fergusson did
| best I reckon

| with his 110

. mile trip,

| proving how

| reliable our

| cars can be.

D4
Donald Ferguson, Edinburgh:
“Had a great run from Edinburgh to Moffat in the Scottish
Borders. Down the A703/A708 and back up the A702.
Loads of bikers out for runs on the A708, a few classics too
- Ford Capris out in force (well 3 or 4) Reliant Scimitar,
MGs etc

Got snapped by "bikerpics" on the way down at St Marys
Loch.

110 miles in total and the car performed well, lots of twists
and turns on these roads and a couple of decent inclines.

?.l.' . | o f...-.“ -.h-‘:.ﬂl ; ZAb '

Still relatively quiet so didn't hold up the traffic too much

BE g

Simon Hyde, Newark: “ got Gladys out for a short spin
too.”

Dave Tanner also reported on Area 10 Essex
Group:

“So we all met up at Ingatestone Railway station. I
refuse to call them ‘train stations’ as per modern
loutish terms ! I know you will agree.

It was such a good day, en-route to the station I saw
just one oldie, a 1951 series one Land Rover, battered
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and scruffy as hell, adorned with heavy ropes and
chains ready to tow anything with wheels.

That was it until arrival at the station. The usual area
10 gang were there, i.e. Me, not Sandie she isn’t well
with a horrible cold, John and Maxine Stone, our
mate Jim Miles, Steve Whitley, and friend Dennis
currently residing in the FSOC, he has a lovely Y ( I
am working on him), so five cars, 3 CX’s and 2 Y’’s.

I got all the gang together and presented Steve with
the well deserved Maurice Billing Trophy.

R

We then drove to Elizabethan, Ingatestone Hall,
where there was a fascinating Elizabethan display of
cooking, medicines made up for this that and the
other, carpentry, entertainment including a puppet
show, how amputations were carried out ( no
anaesthetic). All good good and fascinating, followed
by a nice picnic.

Then a tour around the huge house, looking for priest
holes etc, portraits in abundance, the place is heavily
haunted apparently.

Then a tootle around the lovely Essex countryside,
then it was going home time! Where did the day go?”

All in all, an enthusiastic showing of our cars for
this annual occasion in aid of the NSPCC
Childline. Next dates are; 25/4/2027, 23/4/2028,
22/4/2029 No excuses!
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A Visit to the Ford Piquette Plant Museum, Detroit, USA
— the birthplace of the Model T ;
By Chris Corti (a member’s brother!)

In May this year, I was fortunate to make a visit to
the ‘Ford Piquette Plant Museum’ which is
located in the Piquette Avenue plant — the
original Ford-owned manufacturing facility, built
in 1904. It lasted a mere six years before Ford
moved to a new, larger factory at Hampton Park a
few miles north. It is where the Ford Models B to
T were developed and assembled and coincided
with the growth of Ford into the major car
manufacturer of its time, focussing on cheap,
mass-produced cars.

This historic building was sold to a rival, Studebaker and, later in the 1930s, to the 3M company and then on to
others, where it became derelict and was almost demolished in the late 1990s. It was saved at the last minute
by the non-profit organisation (charity) that now runs the museum. The building was restored at some cost,
and it now houses a fantastic collection of over sixty beautifully restored cars, from the original Ford Model A
to the Model T plus some of its competitor cars.

Our guide, Tom, was an ex- Ford electrical engineer who clearly knew his stuff. Did you know that many
components were made by rivals, including Olds (Oldsmobile) and the Dodge brothers. Did you know that, at
its peak, there were some 2,600 car manufacturers in Detroit; the Great Depression of the 1920s reduced that
number considerably! My visit was a great experience! If you ever find yourself in Detroit, I do recommend
you make this visit! Full details on www.fordpiquetteplant.org

P.S. Oh, and I also managed a ride in a model T
at the Henry Ford museum/Greenfield Village
the next day. A bit of a boneshaker in first gear!
They have some 13 Model T and 5 Model A cars
running around; it seems Ford spares for these
old cars are still available!

A superb example below of a 1909 Ford Model
T tourer. Note the white (unvulcanised) rubber
tyres and wooden wheels! The ‘wings’ to the
Ford name on the radiator top indicates it was
made at the Piquette Avenue plant!

A Ford Model C tonneau from 1904.
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Enfield Pageant Report ey Y

Area 20 v

Well, — I encouraged members to attend this magnificent show, and
you will have read the article on its history — and the way it
intertwined with our own club history. You should have been there!
This show was their 46th anniversary, just as this year is also ours!
And from that original show, founder members discussed the need
for a club and then got on with it! We can’t wait until 2029 when we
both celebrate our fiftieths!

The weather lived up to expectations with temperatures around 30
degrees and clear sunny skies. An early start on the road at 7:00am
got me to the site at around 8:15, exactly coinciding with the arrival
of Jim Miles in YD 8501 and Dave Tanner in his CX - PIJ 871, and
slowly we made or way across the field to our allotted site where we
started as usual on making a temporary home for our club. First the
Gazebo was erected (with its few minor repairs from last year’s winds
and an expedient sawing off 2cm from the side poles to be able to
fit its roof without the terrific tension created by years of weathering.
That worked) Next year, a few inches will come off the corner poles
to eliminate the draughts under the edges!

Adorned with a large Ford flag one side, and another large club
banner on the other side, it soon became our HQ. With a small table
for our kitchen, a kettle etc and a fresh supply of water, we were up
and ready. In the meantime, Ford bunting brightly covered the
dividing sections to other clubs, and our two club feather flags placed
at the site corners. The large banner on its triangular aluminum
frame was also placed carefully to attract attention.

Because of low numbers, the FSOC had not requested a pitch, so

had been invited to join ours, and one 1938 7W with its 10hp motor
arrived with its owner Howard Kauffman. OFW 867, a good 4 door
in original condition, an example that with our cars, showed how
sidevalves had evolved in a short time. My 1933 4 door Y, FS 7435,
the 1935 CX of Dave Tanners and the 1937 Model Y of Jim Miles
demonstrated the evolution quite clearly.

John Caves arrived followed by Brian Sloggett. Brian had brought
along his partly- finished windscreen frame constructed from
stainless steel that shows great promise. It buffs up to look as good
as chromium finish and won’t rust — ever!

The hundreds of years of Ford motoring displayed, fetched much
attention. Peter, an early visitor was wowed by the fact that mine
was 93 years old and looked forward to seeing it get to 100 in 2033.
I promised I would keep going too, reaching my 9o the next year
in 2034! That’s positive thinking. I do believe both the car and
myself will make it.

From Ireland , Jo Duignan arrived with others of his family, and
details taken by myself quickly of payment for his renewed
subscription. Comments of praise on our club and our magazine
made by them all was much appreciated.

At times, we took turns away from club HQ to visit the large array
of Autojumble stalls, to dig deep into boxes searching for useful
bits, and things of interest. Amongst some items found were a new
reconditioned 8hp dynamo, some manifold gaskets, a brake light
switch, books and pamphlets, and more awaited those prepared to
dig around the unknowns. Found items have been hub caps, carbs
and fuel pumps, valves and other parts.

A regular stand we always attend is that of members Dave and Carol
Tebb, a neat and tidy stand, well labelled too. Good to have a chat
as well. Many other regular characters are met and much catching
up and gossip goes on.

Your HQ crew always sleep on site — now in our gazebo instead of
Jim’s vintage caravan as we once did, — catching the sunsets (once
saw a fantastic storm) and keeping an eye on our cars and club
signage. An early awakening in the brightness of summer sunrise
got us up and going with our breakfasts and a cuppa.

Jim Miles sported his newly painted red spoke wheels and an
example of a badge spoken of here before.

Arriving on the Sunday were another two cars from the FSOC, first
was Robin Theake, sadly missing his lately deceased wife Ann, in
his Prefect HKK 976. He was followed in soon after by Pip and Rob
in PJH 955, an E493A, that they have owned for 20 years. Prior to
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that, they had owned a 50s Pop and, at a Whitewebbs
show raffle, many years ago, with three one pound
tickets, had won a 100E, but having seen Prefects at
various shows, wanted one, so having seen an advert

on eBay, made a purchase — from none other than
Dave Tanner himself. Dave had previously owned
this car for 25 years. Sadly her husband Rob suffered
a stroke in 2012, so Pip now drives it with Rob’sj#
wheelchair in the back and Rob as passenger. There™
is surprisingly so much more room than a Mode] Y. [[SeEE
It was so nice to see the actual connection with ou
two clubs in this tangible sharing of enthusiasm andig
cars. And a few cups of tea and coffee.
I suppose I really would have liked to have seen moreg
members, and we heard that John Stone who had
intended to come, had suffered some illness, ending
up in hospital. We hope he has improved now. The
show itself had a Merlin engine on a rig, with
propellor, that several times through the day, had
fired up and was run for a few minutes. That sound!
— roaring across the show ground did not lack the
attention of the crowds. Likewise, the stun
motorcycles leaping up ramps to heady heights,
frightened those nervous amongst us. Also were dog

shows, and arena events displaying various car clubs average age of about 82, and many cups of water later, we set off home after our
and their cars,, and likewise, at 2:30 Sunday, ourtwo  goodbyes — next meet will be our tour and then the Old Ford Rally.

clubs merged on to the show ground and each of us

interviewed about the clubs and our cars. REC

The sunshine never stopped, and packing up our

gear at the end was quite exhausting for us with our  See collage of photos on inside front cover!

Wedding of two cars

Around 1994, I purchased a 1952 Ford
Prefect E493a PJH 955. A lovely car which
just needing a little recommissioning, this
was my introduction to Ford Sidevalve
motoring.

We went every where in the old Prefect, but
my real longing was to own a prewar car
though the Prefect had changed little from
its prewar predecessors it didn’t quite tick
the box. I never once had to lift the bonnet
at the side of the road, it always started and
ran really well ( same for the CX) !

At around 2004 I purchased a basket case
1935 CX. I restored the car mechanically,
though happily the body work didn’t need
a great deal of attention. Shortly after, my
daughter announced that she was getting
married, and asked for both cars to carry
out the duty of wedding cars. Both cars on
that memorable day, were driven by two
friends, whilst I watched from the sidelines
hoping and praying that there would be no
car trouble. The distance from Great
Leighs Church to the reception at Down
Hall Hotel Bishops Stortford is a distance
of about 23 miles, and on a very hot day !
Both the cars ran faultlessly ! Phew !

I can’t remember the exact date but I
decided to sell the Prefect, as I really had
no space to store two cars, plus a modern,
so I sold the car to its present owners who

have cherished it as I did, though I really ) .

only had eyes for the CX. However I have tosaywe ~ CX cpuldn’t boast. ( dates are only approximate as I never recorded such issues at
enjoyed every minute of Prefect ownership, the the time )

lovely brown leather interior, oodles of leg roomat DT . .
the rear, and not forgetting a boot ! Something the ~ (See the Enfield Pageant report - surprise meeting of the Prefect and the CX after
many a year!)
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“Start, You Devil!” - A Sidevalve Lament (and Triumph)
“A light-hearted spoken tribute to the joys—and trials—of Sidevalve ownership.”

I bought a Ford in thirty-three—
a sturdy little box of cheer,

With flappy doors and running boards
and tyres that squeaked of yesteryear.
It rattled like a cutlery drawer,
it smelt of oil and hope and glue—
But when it chose to come to life,
it felt... dependable. And true.

Now driving it’s an art form, really—

a blend of guesswork, faith, and nerve,
The gears object to every change,
reverse a philosophical curve.

The traffic laughs, the cyclists smirk,
the pigeons scatter just for sport—
Yet once—just once—it touched near sixty...
Downbhill, of course... with strong support.
But starting... ah, now that’s the game—
the daily test of man and machine,

A ritual dance of spark and fuel
and things that ought to work, in theory.
You turn the key—she coughs, reflects,
then settles into stubborn pride,

You check the plugs—blackened things—
the points worn down, the gap gone wide.
The coil looks on in quiet doubt,
the earth connection’s barely there,
The distributor wobbles slightly—
as if to say, “I wouldn’t care.”

The pump emits a strangled wheeze,
the carb’s grown thick with ancient brew,
Compression? Well... we'll call it “present”—
on cylinders perhaps... one or two.

You crank and crank, your patience thinning,

your dignity begins to fade—
And still she sits, unmoved, unmoved...
as if the effort’s overrated.
Then comes the electrics—God preserve—
a realm of mischief, smoke, and doubt,
The switch just clicks, the wires protest,
the battery’s quietly opting out.

The horn may sound without consent,
the lamps glow dim as distant stars,
And somewhere deep behind the dash...
a mouse has taken charge of affairs.
You pause. You sigh. You step away.
You mutter words not fit for print—
You gather tools, abandon hope,
consider selling... just a hint.

And then—just then—as backs are turned,
with wounded pride and temper sore—
She fires. A cough. A roar. A life!

As if she hadn’t stalled before.

And off she goes in rattling grace,

a symphony of knocks and steam,

A rolling piece of history—
absurd, infuriating... and supreme.

So here’s to Sidevalves, brave and flawed,
to oily hands and patient souls—

For every start that tests the spirit
makes sweeter still the journey’s goals.
God bless that stubborn little Ford—
that contrary, charming, faithful fraud—
For though she tries the heart and mind...
We wouldn’t swap her. Not at all.

French rare Model Y for sale.

Pascal Planke our knowledgeable French small Ford §
member, spotted a for sale advert in the Car and Classic
magazine depicting one of the rare SICAL bodied Model Ys.
SICAL (Société Industrielle de Carrosserie Automobile de
Lavallois). Only two batches of Model Y bodies were
manufactured by SICAL; the first batch of possibly ten at the
beginning of April 1933 (only four are known to have
survived) and a further, smaller batch later in September
1933 from which only one is known to have survived. The
bodies would have been built, complete with upholstery and
shipped across the river Seine to the nearby Ford assembly
plant at Asniéres, where they would have been assembled on
imported rolling chassis from Dagenham.

The SICAL bodied Model Y in the photograph has been
known to the Register for some years now. Registration 2137
QB 84 was the 2663rd Asniéres assembled vehicle mated
with the imported chassis Y19726.
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